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Introduction by NH State Rep. Timothy Horrigan; August 31, 2011:

This is a ruling handed down by the Derry (NH) family court on March 6, 2007, during 
the long-running child custody battle between David Johnson and his ex-wife Jennifer 
Johnson.  This battle has been the subject of (amongst other proceedings in various 
venues) three House Petitions before the New Hampshire General Court.  In 2010, one 
of these petitions led to Bill of Address proceedings against the two officials who issued 
the May 2007 ruling, i.e., Marital Master Philip Cross and Judge Lucinda Sadler.  The 
House refused by a large bipartisan margin to remove either Cross or Sadler from office 
after the 2010 Bill of Address hearings, but more proceedings will be forthcoming.

This document was provided to the New Hampshire House by David Johnson's former 
attorney, Paula Werme, who redacted the dollar amounts.  Those dollar amounts are 
basically the sales price of Mr. Johnson's house and the amount of child support which 
he was failing to pay.  The sales price of the house is an easily available piece of public 
information.  Mr. Johnson had a lot of bad luck over the years, but he had good luck 
selling the house: he sold it in April 2006 at the top of the market for $375,000.  There 
was a mortgage, whch was one of many bones of contention during the divorce 
proceedings, but he appears to have made a significant profit, which he used to pay 
down some debts.  He did not pay down his child support arrearage, however.  His buyer 
sold the house at a $60,000 loss a year later.  The house's current owner bought it from 
an out-of-state bank in December 2007 for just $212,500.
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